Inspector General of Police Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi

Police Lines Headquarters

Sector H-11, Islamabad 44000

Pakistan

Dear Inspector General,

I am concerned about the disappearance of two Afghan nationals: Sayed Qasim Hashemi, a journalist, and Hamed Ehsas, an artist, missing in Islamabad since July 4. Their families have received no clear and verifiable information about their fate and whereabouts. The police have also refused to file a First Information Report.

Their families worry that they may have been deported to Afghanistan, where they face considerable threats from the Taliban authorities. Both individuals were working on awareness-related work regarding the Afghanistan Security Forces prior to the Taliban’s return to power.

I urge you to immediately take steps to disclose the fate and whereabouts of Sayed Qasim Hashemi and Hamed Ehsas and to conduct an independent and transparent investigation into their disappearance. If they are in the custody of any state authority, in absence of any criminal charge against them recognized under international law, they must be released immediately and protected from deportation.

Yours sincerely,

